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Overview 
Vafseo (vadadustat) is indicated for the treatment of anemia due to chronic kidney disease (CKD) in adults who 
have been receiving dialysis for at least three months. 
 
Coverage Guidelines 
Authorization may be reviewed on a case by case basis for members who are new to the plan currently receiving 
treatment with requested medication excluding when the product is obtained as samples or via manufacturer’s 
patient assistance programs. 
OR 
Authorization may be granted for members when all the following criteria are met: 

1. Diagnosis of dialysis dependent anemia of chronic kidney disease  
2. Member is ≥18 years of age  
3. Prescriber is a nephrologist or consult notes from a nephrologist are provided  
4. Member has been receiving hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis for ≥ three months  
5. Inadequate response (defined as hyporesponsiveness*) or adverse reaction to ONE or contraindication 

to ALL of the following: 
a. Aranesp 
b. Epogen or Procrit  
c. Mircera  
d. Retacrit 

6. Appropriate dosing 
 
*Hyporesponsiveness to treatment is defined by the need for any of the following: 

• 300 units/kg per week of subcutaneous epoetin alfa 
• > 450 units/kg per week of intravenous epoetin alfa 
• > 1.5 mcg/kg per week of darbepoetin alfa 

Plan 
☒ MassHealth UPPL 
☐Commercial/Exchange 

Program Type 
☒ Prior Authorization 
☐ Quantity Limit 
☐ Step Therapy Benefit 

☐ Pharmacy Benefit 
☒ Medical Benefit 

Specialty 
Limitations N/A 

Contact 
Information 

Medical and Specialty Medications 
All Plans Phone: 877-519-1908 Fax: 855-540-3693 

Non-Specialty Medications 
All Plans Phone: 800-711-4555 Fax: 844-403-1029 

Exceptions N/A 
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• no increase in hemoglobin (Hb) concentration from baseline after the first month of ESA treatment with 
appropriate weight-based dosing 

• two ESA dose increases up to 50% beyond the dose previously stabilized on to maintain a stable Hb concentration 
• an ESA dose increase beyond double the initial weight-based dose or previous stable dose 

 
Continuation of Therapy 
Resubmission by prescriber must document positive response to therapy. 
 
Limitations 

1. Approvals will be granted for 6 months. 
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