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Overview

Rytelo (imetelstat) is an oligonucleotide telomerase inhibitor indicated for the treatment of adult patients with
low- to intermediate-1 risk myelodysplastic transfusions with transfusion-dependent anemia requiring 4 or more
red blood cell units over 8 weeks who have not responded to or have lost response to or are ineligible for
erythropoiesis-stimulating agents.

Coverage Guidelines
Authorization may be granted for members new to the plan within the last 90 days who are currently receiving
treatment with the requested medication and are stable, excluding when the product is obtained as samples or
via manufacturer’s patient assistance programs
OR
Authorization may be granted when all of the following criteria are met:
1. Documented diagnosis of myelodysplastic syndrome that is low- to intermediate risk
2. Requested medication is prescribed by or in consultation with a hematologist or oncologist
3. Member is 18 years of age or older
4. Member meets ONE of the following:
a. Absolute neutrophil count (ANC) greater than or equal to 1.5x10°/L
b. Platelet count greater than or equal to 75x10%/L
5. Member has required four or more red blood cell units over eight weeks
6. Member meets ONE of the following:
a. Member has had no response to erythropoiesis-stimulating agents
b. Member has lost response to erythropoiesis-stimulating agents
c. Member has is ineligible for treatment with erythropoiesis-stimulating agents

Continuation of Therapy
Requests for reauthorization will be approved when the following criteria are met:
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1. Documentation member has had a positive response to therapy (e.g., decrease in red blood cell
transfusions)

Limitations

1. Initial requests will be approved for 6 months

2. Reauthorization requests will be approved for 12 months
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